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History Of English Literature By David
Daiches Volume 2

History of English Literature by David Daiches Volume 2 is a comprehensive and
authoritative work that explores the rich and diverse tapestry of English literary history from
the Renaissance through the early modern period. As the second volume in Daiches’ seminal
series, this book offers readers an in-depth analysis of pivotal literary movements, influential
authors, and cultural shifts that have shaped English literature over centuries. Its detailed
examination provides scholars, students, and literature enthusiasts with a nuanced
understanding of how historical contexts, social changes, and artistic innovations intertwine
to produce the enduring works that define English literary heritage.

Overview of the Content in David Daiches’ Volume 2

David Daiches’ Volume 2 is meticulously structured to guide readers through a chronological
journey of English literary evolution. Covering roughly from the late 15th century to the 17th
century, it emphasizes the transition from medieval traditions to Renaissance humanism,
the rise of poetic and dramatic innovation, and the early modern worldview’s influence on
literature.

Scope and Chronology

This volume primarily focuses on:

The Renaissance and its impact on English literature1.
The development of poetic forms and styles2.
The flourishing of drama, especially Elizabethan and Jacobean theater3.
The influence of religious and political upheavals on literary themes4.
Major authors such as Chaucer, Shakespeare, Marlowe, and Jonson5.

Historical Context and Literary Movements

Understanding the historical backdrop is essential to appreciating the works discussed in
Volume 2. Daiches contextualizes each literary development within the broader social,
political, and religious currents of the time.



The Renaissance and Humanism

The Renaissance marked a renaissance not only in arts but also in intellectual pursuits,
emphasizing classical learning, individualism, and secular themes. Daiches explores how this
period revolutionized English literature, introducing new poetic meters, themes, and artistic
ambitions.

Religious Reformation and Political Turmoil

Religious upheavals, especially the Reformation and the English Civil War, profoundly
influenced literary expression. The volume examines how authors grappled with issues of
faith, authority, and individual conscience, reflected vividly in the poetry and drama of the
period.

Major Literary Figures and Their Contributions

Daiches dedicates significant attention to shaping the understanding of pivotal authors
whose works laid the foundation for modern English literature.

Geoffrey Chaucer

Often called the father of English poetry, Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales exemplifies medieval
storytelling and social commentary. Daiches discusses its significance in establishing English
as a literary language and its influence on subsequent writers.

William Shakespeare

Undoubtedly the most celebrated figure in English literature, Shakespeare’s plays and
sonnets are analyzed for their linguistic innovation, character development, and universal
themes. Daiches highlights how Shakespeare’s work reflects the complexities of human
nature and societal change.

Christopher Marlowe and Ben Jonson

Marlowe’s pioneering of Elizabethan tragedy and Jonson’s mastery of satirical comedy
illustrate the evolution of dramatic art. Volume 2 explores their contributions to the
development of English drama and poetic form.

Literary Forms and Innovations

Daiches examines how various literary forms evolved during this period, emphasizing their
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social functions and artistic achievements.

Poetry

The sonnet: Its origins, development, and major practitioners like Sidney and Spenser1.
Epic poetry: The influence of classical models and the emergence of native themes2.
Metaphysical poetry: John Donne and his successors revolutionize poetic language3.

Theatre and Drama

The period saw the rise of professional theatre and the establishment of the Elizabethan
stage, with playwrights experimenting with form, language, and spectacle. Daiches
discusses:

The construction of the Elizabethan theatre1.
Characteristics of tragedies and comedies2.
The role of the actor, audience, and spectacle in shaping dramatic art3.

Key Themes in Volume 2

Daiches identifies several recurring themes that underpin the literature of this era, which
include:

Humanism and Individualism

The emphasis on human potential and individual experience is central to Renaissance
literature, fostering exploration of personal morality, identity, and human nature.

Religious and Political Authority

The tension between authority and individual conscience is reflected in writings that
question church doctrines, monarchy, and social hierarchies.

Change and Continuity

While embracing innovation, this period also respects traditional forms, resulting in a
dynamic dialogue between old and new literary conventions.

Impact and Legacy of Volume 2

David Daiches’ volume provides more than a historical account; it offers insights into the
enduring influence of this formative period.



Influence on Later Literature

The innovations and themes explored in Volume 2 laid the groundwork for subsequent
literary movements, including the Restoration, Romanticism, and Modernism.

Scholarly Significance

Daiches’ detailed analysis remains a vital resource for understanding the evolution of
English literature, combining historical rigor with literary critique.

Why Read David Daiches’ Volume 2?

For students and scholars, this volume:

Offers a thorough chronological overview of early modern English literature1.
Provides detailed analysis of key authors and texts2.
Connects literary developments with historical and cultural contexts3.
Includes critical insights that deepen understanding of literary forms and themes4.

In conclusion, History of English Literature by David Daiches Volume 2 is an essential
resource for anyone seeking a comprehensive understanding of England’s literary heritage
during a transformative era. Its detailed exploration of authors, texts, and themes
illuminates the cultural forces that shaped English literature from the late medieval period
through the early modern age, making it a cornerstone work in the field of literary studies.

History of English Literature by David Daiches Volume 2: An In-Depth Examination The realm
of literary history is a complex tapestry woven through centuries of cultural, social, and
linguistic transformations. Among the many scholarly works that aim to chart this intricate
landscape, David Daiches’ History of English Literature, particularly Volume 2, stands out as
a comprehensive and influential resource. This long-form review seeks to critically analyze
Daiches' approach, scope, and contribution to the field, providing readers with a detailed
understanding of this seminal work.

Introduction: The Significance of Daiches’ Work in
Literary Scholarship

David Daiches, a renowned literary critic and historian, dedicated a significant portion of his
academic career to elucidating the development of English literature. His History of English
Literature is celebrated for its clarity, breadth, and scholarly rigor. Volume 2 covers an
expansive period roughly from the Renaissance through the 18th century, a transformative
era that witnessed profound shifts in literary style, form, and thematic concerns. This
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volume is not merely a chronology; it is a nuanced interpretative journey that contextualizes
literary movements within their broader cultural and historical milieus. Daiches’ meticulous
research and engaging prose make his work a vital reference for students, scholars, and
casual readers alike.

Scope and Structure of Volume 2

Daiches’ History of English Literature Volume 2 is organized into thematic and chronological
segments, providing a coherent narrative of literary evolution. Its primary focus is on major
authors, key works, and significant literary movements that defined the early modern and
Enlightenment periods. Main Sections Include: - The Renaissance and the Elizabethan Age -
The Jacobean and Caroline Periods - The Civil War and the Interregnum - The Restoration
and 18th Century Within these sections, Daiches discusses: - The development of poetic
forms (sonnets, epic poetry, lyric) - The rise of drama and the prominence of playwrights like
Shakespeare, Jonson, and Fletcher - The emergence of prose and the novel - Critical debates
and aesthetic theories of the time The work balances detailed biographical insights with
literary analysis, anchoring individual works within their cultural contexts.

Deep Dive into Key Literary Movements and Figures

The Elizabethan and Jacobean Renaissance

Daiches devotes considerable attention to this vibrant era, emphasizing Shakespeare’s
unparalleled influence. He explores how Shakespeare’s plays reflect the complexity of
human nature and the societal tensions of the period. Daiches also discusses
contemporaries such as Marlowe, Jonson, and Spenser, noting their contributions to poetic
form and thematic richness. Highlights include: - The evolution of the sonnet and its
adoption by English poets - The development of the English epic tradition, exemplified by
Spenser’s The Faerie Queene - The influence of classical models on Renaissance literature
Daiches underscores the Renaissance’s role in fostering a renewed interest in humanism,
which permeated literary themes.

The Civil War, Interregnum, and Restoration

The tumultuous political landscape dramatically influenced literary output during this period.
Daiches examines how writers responded to upheaval, censorship, and shifting patronage.
Notable points: - The emergence of metaphysical poetry, with figures such as John Donne
and Andrew Marvell - Cavalier poets like Robert Herrick and their celebration of courtly life -
The rise of prose journalism and political pamphleteering Daiches highlights the tension
between traditional forms and innovative approaches that challenged established norms.



The 18th Century: Enlightenment and the Rise of the Novel

This segment is perhaps the most extensive, reflecting the century’s literary dynamism.
Daiches traces the development of critical ideas, satirical writing, and the first novelists. Key
topics include: - The influence of classical ideas and rationalism on writers like Alexander
Pope - The satirical tradition, exemplified by Jonathan Swift and Joseph Addison - The birth of
the modern novel with Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe and Samuel Richardson’s epistolary
novels - The emergence of aesthetic theory, leading toward the Romantic movement
Daiches emphasizes how literature became more accessible and aimed at wider audiences,
marking a transition from courtly to popular literature.

Critical Evaluation of Daiches’ Approach

Strengths of Volume 2

- Comprehensive Scope: Daiches covers a broad swath of literary history with depth and
clarity, ensuring that readers grasp both the chronological progression and thematic shifts. -
Contextual Analysis: His integration of social, political, and cultural contexts enriches the
reader’s understanding of literary works’ significance. - Accessible Language: Despite
scholarly rigor, Daiches’ prose remains engaging and approachable, making complex ideas
digestible. - Balanced Coverage: The volume balances canonical figures with lesser-known
writers, offering a nuanced portrayal of the literary landscape.

Limitations and Critiques

- Eurocentric Focus: While primarily centered on English writers, some critics argue that
Daiches underrepresents the influence of continental European literature on English writers.
- Limited Theoretical Engagement: The work emphasizes historical and biographical details
over contemporary literary theory, which may limit its appeal for readers interested in
critical methodologies. - Scope Constraints: Given the vast period covered, some literary
movements and figures receive relatively brief treatment, potentially oversimplifying
complex developments.

Contribution to Literary Scholarship and Pedagogy

Daiches’ History of English Literature serves as both a scholarly reference and a pedagogical
tool. Its detailed chronicle, combined with interpretative insights, makes it invaluable for
teaching introductory and advanced courses. The work’s emphasis on contextualizing
literature within societal trends fosters a holistic understanding of literary evolution.
Moreover, Daiches’ respectful acknowledgment of diverse voices—though somewhat
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limited—lays groundwork for further scholarly exploration.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Daiches’ Volume 2

In sum, David Daiches’ History of English Literature Volume 2 remains a cornerstone in the
field of literary history. Its meticulous scholarship, engaging narrative, and contextual depth
make it a vital resource for understanding the transformative centuries from the
Renaissance to the Enlightenment. While no single work can capture every nuance of such a
vast period, Daiches’ volume strikes an admirable balance between breadth and depth,
offering readers a compelling and comprehensive overview. Its influence endures, inspiring
subsequent generations of scholars and students to appreciate the rich tapestry of English
literary heritage. For anyone seeking a detailed, well-crafted account of early modern and
Enlightenment English literature, Daiches’ Volume 2 is not merely a historical survey but a
vibrant conversation with the past—a testament to the enduring power and complexity of
English literary tradition.

Questions & Answers About history of english literature
by david daiches volume 2

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the main themes
covered in David Daiches'
'History of English Literature,
Volume 2'?

Volume 2 of David Daiches' 'History of English
Literature' primarily explores the Renaissance, the
Elizabethan era, and the early modern period,
focusing on major literary figures like Shakespeare,
Marlowe, and Jonson, as well as the development of
poetic and dramatic forms during this time.

2 How does Daiches analyze the
influence of the Renaissance
on English literature in Volume
2?

Daiches examines the Renaissance as a pivotal
period that revitalized English literature through
renewed interest in classical learning, humanism, and
innovative poetic and theatrical forms, highlighting
how these cultural shifts shaped writers like
Shakespeare and Jonson.

3 What role does Daiches assign
to Shakespeare in the
evolution of English literature
in Volume 2?

Daiches considers Shakespeare as the central figure
of the Elizabethan era whose work transformed
English drama and poetry, influencing subsequent
generations and establishing new standards for
literary expression and theatrical performance.



4 Does Daiches discuss the
development of poetic forms
in the early modern period in
Volume 2?

Yes, Daiches explores the evolution of poetic forms
such as sonnets, madrigals, and blank verse,
emphasizing how poets like Sidney, Spenser, and
Milton contributed to the richness and diversity of
English poetic tradition during this period.

5 What is the significance of
Volume 2 in understanding the
overall history of English
literature according to
Daiches?

Volume 2 is significant because it covers a
transformative era that laid the foundations for
modern English literature, showcasing the rise of
drama, poetry, and the influence of classical ideas,
thereby providing essential insights into the
development of English literary canon.

English literature, David Daiches, literary history, Volume 2, literary criticism, British authors,
literary analysis, historical periods, literary movements, English writers
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